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The passage of législation. If a bill is introduced and approved in the House of 
Commons, it is then introduced in the Senate and follows a similar procédure. If a bill is 
first introduced in the Senate, the reverse procédure is followed. There are three types of 
bills: public bills introduced by the government; public bills introduced by private 
members of Parliament; and private biUs introduced by private members of Parliament. 
Each type is treated in a slightly différent manner, and there are even différences in 
procédure when the house deals with government bills introduced pursuant to supply 
and ways and means motions on the one hand, and other government bills on the other, 
The following outline describes the procédure for a government bill introduced in the 
House of Commons. 

The sponsoring minister gives notice that he intends to introduce a bill on a given 
subject, Not less than 48 hours later he moves for leave to introduce the bill and that the 
bill be given first reading, This is granted automatically because this first step does not 
imply approval of any sort. It is only after first reading that the bill is ordered printed for 
distribution to the members, 

At a later sitting the minister moves that the bill be given second reading and that it 
be referred to an appropriate committee of the House of Commons, A favourable vote 
on the motion for second reading represents approval of the bill in principle so there is 
often an extensive debate, which, according to the procédures of the Commons, must 
be confined to the principle of the bill. The debate culminâtes in a vote which, if 
favourable, results in the bill being referred to the appropriate committee of the House, 
where it is given clause-by-clause considération. 

At the committee stage, expert witnesses and interested parties may be invited to 
give testimony pertaining to the bill, and the proceedings may cover many weeks. 

The house committee prépares and submits a report to the House of Commons 
which must décide whether to accept the report, including any amendments the 
committee has made to the bill. At the report stage any member may, on giving 24 
hours notice, move an amendment to the bill. AU such amendments are debated and are 
usually put to a vote. FoUowing that, a modon "that the bill be concurred in" or "that 
the bill, as amended, be concurred in", is put to the vote, 

After this report stage, the minister moves that the bill be given third reading and 
passage, Debate of this motion is limited to whether the bill should be given third 
reading. Amendments are permitted at this stage but they must be of a gênerai nature, 
similar to those allowed on second reading. If the vote is favourable, the bill is 
introduced in the Senate where it goes through a somewhat similar though not idendcal 
process, since each chamber has its own rules of procédure. The bill is then presented to 
the Governor General for royal assent and signature. Depending on the provisions in 
the bill it may come into force when it is signed by the Governor General, on an 
appointed day, or when it is officially proclaimed, 

Duration and sessions of Parliaments. The length and sessions ofthe first to the 12th 
Parliaments, covering the period from Confederadon to 1917, are given in the Canada 
Year Book 1940p46; ofthe 13th to the 17th Parliaments in the 1945 edidon, p 53; ofthe 
18th and 19th Parliaments in the 1957-58 edidon, p 46; of the 20th to the 23rd 
Parliaments in the 1965 édition, p 65; of the 24th to the 26th Parliaments in the 1975 
edidon, p 132; and of the 27th to the 30th Parliaments in this edidon. Table 3.1, 

The Senate has grown from an original membership of 72 at Confédération, through the 
addition of members to represent new provinces and the gênerai increase in population, 
to a total of 104 members; the latest change in représentation was made on June 19, 
1975 when an act of Parliament (SC 1974-75-76, c.53) amended the Canadian 
Constitution to entitle the Yukon Territory and the Northwest Territories to be 
represented by one senator each. The growth of représentation in the Senate is 
summarized in Table 3.2, 

Senators are appointed by the Governor General by instrument under the Great 
Seal of Canada. By constitutional usage the actual power of nominating senators résides 
in the prime minister whose advice the Governor General accepts. Until the passage of 
an act providing for the retirement of senators (SC 1965, c,4), assented to on June 2, 


